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Happy New Year to you all! Hope you have recovered from the festivities and are looking forward to all the
challenges and joys of your gardens during the coming year. As Monty Don says: “British gardeners are
blessed. We have fabulous weather. We never have too much rain, it’s never too dry, never too cold. We
just think it is. It is cold and it is hot, it is dry and it is wet, but the extremes are nothing compared to other
countries.” The article in the Sunday Times featuring his new TV series (British Gardens 8pom BBC2)
reminded me just how fortunate we are to live where gardening is such a national passion; this leads to an
endless supply of beautiful, diverse and inspirational places to visit. | was pleased to see that Monty
describes Wollerton Old Hall as “a great garden and one of his favourites of the series”.

Not too snowy...

D.T.Brown Seed Order

Your seed orders are ready for collection at our January meeting. Many thanks to Elly who has emailed
everyone with an invoice and organised all the orders. You can pay with cash or in advance of the meeting
by BACS. See under membership in this letter for our bank details.

Lights at the village hall

At the time of writing this newsletter, some of the outside lights at the village hall are not working. You
might want to bring a torch to the next meeting! There is an electrician trying to sort the problem.



History of the club

| have recently received a large box of photos, newspaper cuttings and records of various sorts related to
the history of the club. | know these will hold precious memories for many of you so my aim is to transfer
them on to the website where they will be safe for the future and generally accessible. This will take time
but | will let you know when it is ready. Many thanks to Anne Shepherdson, one of our founder members,
who has agreed to help me.

December meeting

Our Christmas celebration was full of sparkle, smiles and festive spirit. Debbie was thrilled to win the bee-
themed hamper which had been lovingly created by Mellie. The mulled wine, apple juice, mince pies and
nibbles were tasty and the decorated tables added to the sociable atmosphere (especially when the
speaker requested all the front lights should be out!)

If you were unable to attend and have not yet received your gift of bee friendly seeds, please collect them
at the next meeting.

Many thanks to the committee and everyone else who helped the evening to run so smoothly.



Posters in Bishops Castle

A kind member volunteered to distribute our publicity posters in Bishops Castle but unfortunately, we do
not have your name or email. Please will you let us know who you are at the next meeting or contact David
on nickyanddavid40@gmail.com Many thanks.

Old Hall Garden Winter Workshops 2025

Pruning Roses - Wednesday 5t February 10.30am — 1.30pm

A practical workshop learning how to prune different types of roses including climbers and
ramblers, learn how to get the best from your roses in terms of health and flowers.

Pruning Clematis — Wednesday 19 February 10.30am — 1.30pm
Participants will learn about the different types (groups) of clematis and then have a practical
session pruning the different groups of clematis in the garden.

Pruning Shrubs (incl. Hydrangeas) — Wednesday 5" February 10.30am — 1.30pm
A practical look at pruning shrubs including different types of Hydrangeas. A hands-on session
working on the varied shrubs and hydrangeas in the garden.

Seed sowing for Cut flowers — Wednesday 19" March 10.30am - 1.30 pm
Learn about the half-hardy and annual plants that can be sown now to provide a plethora of cut
flowers for the year. Learn how to sow the seeds and go home with your own pot of sown seeds

All workshops will be led by the Head Gardener, Claire Tatler (mHort)
All workshops are £45 per person (non-refundable)
Tea and Coffee will be provided.
Workshops will be held in the garden therefore suitable shoes and clothing should be worn for
the time of year
All materials will be provided, please bring your own secateurs if you have them

Places are limited — please email head.gardener@wollertonoldhallgarden.com
to book tickets and for payment details

Gardening Workshops at Westhope College

We have received a request from Rachel Buchanan of Westhope College to share details of some
gardening workshops they are running with our members. There are three coming up
this spring, with more in the pipeline, all led by Vicky Thornton.

They are:

Where do | start with my garden? on Thursday 6th February
Vegetable Growing for beginners on Thursday 6th March
Grow your own salads all year round on Thursday 27th March

Each one is £75 for the day, including lunch and all refreshments, run
10am - 4pm and further details are on their website here:
https://www.westhope.org.uk/courses/homeandgarden.html
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All workshops are accessible for complete beginners, but people with
gardening experience will still find inspiration, new ideas and other
fellow gardeners in the group.

A complete dictionary of practical gardening

We saw this on the RHS Facebook page. If you follow the link and open up the digital copy of the
Dictionary and you scroll through the pages, lots of them are illustrated by these flower
paintings. Something cheerful to look at on a dark winter night perhaps....

To mark The National Lottery Heritage Fund's Heritage Treasures Day, we're sharing this copy of
Alexander McDonald’s 1807 'A complete dictionary of practical gardening', hand-painted with watercolour
marginalia, from the RHS Lindley Collections £
Thanks to an assortment of clues throughout the book as well as the meticulous detective work of the
library team, we managed to track down and identify the artist as Sophia MacKenzie. Born near Richmond
in around 1762, Sophia’s family had a number of interesting links to the horticultural world, including
landscape designer Humphry Repton, who employed to redesign her family’s estate at Whitton Park, as
well as William Chambers, who designed the pagoda at Kew where it is said that Sophia took the book to
paint her illustrations.
Discover the fully digitised version of McDonald's dictionary on RHS Digital Collections:
https://collections.rhs.org.uk/browse?g=facet,metadata.Record_Type.en.keyword,equals,Book&q=mus

t,any,contains,dictionary&limit=12
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curved cr-point, compreseed wedge-shaped,
cnnwud(‘:fg!he %Dank, wilhp:n raised line along the
middle, flat at the sides and suberenulate to-
wards the dorsal margin, onc-celled, valveless,
or sometimes but seldom opening by two valves:
the flowers are in heads, and the fruit orbieular,

epressed, consisting of eight or ten joints, It
is%alsa a native of Virginia.

Culture.—These plants are easily increased by
seeds, which lhouk{’ be sown oo a bed of com-
mon earth in the spring, keeping them clear from
weeds till autumn, and then trausplanting them
where they are to remain.  They succeed best in
a rich moist soil, in which they will grow very
Juxurianily, and must be allowed room.

The first sort may also be inercased by part-
ing the Toots, and planting them out where they
arc to remain in the autumn. 3

They afford varicty among other plants in the

borders. .
NAPELLUS. See AcONITUM.
NAPO-BRASSICA. See Brassica,
NAPUS. See Brassica. R
NARCISSO-LEUCOIUM. Sce Leucorus.
NARCISSUS, a genus containing: {}mu of

the bulbous-rooted perennial fowering kind.

It belongs to the class and order Hexandria
Manogynia, and ranks in the natural ander of
Spathacea, 4

The characters arc: that the calyx is an ob-
Tong spathe, obtuse, compressed, opening on the
flat side, sbrivelling: the corolla has six ovate,

acuminate petals, flat, equal, inserted into the

tube of the nectary externally above the base :
nectary _one-leafed, cylindric-funnel-form, co-

Joured an the border : the stamina have six awl-

shaped filaments, fixed to the tube of thc'l\e:mar,

shorter than the nectury : anthers oblongish: the

pistillum s a roundish 5 cbrusely three-  ped

sided, iuferior: siyle filiform, longer than the
stamens : stigma bifid, concave, obtusc: the
pericarpium is a roundish capsule, obtusely three-
cornered, three-celled, three-valved : the seeds
are many, globnlar, and appendicled.

The species cultivated are: 1. N pseudo-nar-
cissus, Common Daflodil 3 8. N. posticus, Po-
tie, or White Narcissus 3 8, N, Liflorns, Two-
jowered Narcissus, ar Pale Daffodil; 4. V. bi-
solor, Two-coloured Nurcissus ; 5. N aminor,
{east Daffodil: 6. N, friandrus, Rush-leave
Narcissos, or Refiexed Dallodits 7. N. erientalis,
Oricatal Narcissus 3 8. N, Bullocadion, Hoop-
Peiticoat Narcigins ; 9. V. fezetfa, Polyantbus

5 10, N timus,  Late-fi
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come out five orsix flal leaves, about aft
and an inch broad, of a grayish colonr,
Tittle hollow in the middle like the keel of

alk rises a foot and hall bigh, ha
sharp longitudinal angles ; at the top comes ant
one nodding flower, 1nclosed in a thin spath
the carolla is of one petal, being connected™
the base, but eul almost to the bottom
spreading parts 3 in the middle i 11
nectary, called by gardencrs tl
i5 equal in length to the petal, and§
the petal is of a pale brimstone or
and the nectary is of a full vellow:
roundish, black. Jtis & nat
Europe, flowering in March,

There are varieties with white
yellow cup, with yellow petals andie®
with a double flower ; with threeSg
within each other ; Tradescant’
long-tubed fowered ; short-tubedidwas
eld; and the peerless Daffodil. 5
Many other varicties have LRewsst

ticed by writers.
The second specics has a smatler and reunder
bulb than the first: the leaves are longer, nare
rower, and flatter : the stalk or scape does {
rise higher than the Jeaves, which are of a gray
Tour = at the top of the stalk comes out one fi
from the spathe, nodding on one sides,
rolla snow while, spreading open flat,
rounded at the

quently ocenrs,
with three ; in
may he foand
one flower, itam
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Narcissus 3 1i. N odarus, Sweet-scented Nar-
cissus, o Great Jonquil; 18. N calathines,

| Calathine Yeliow Nurcissus ;- 13, N, jonquille,

| Common Jonguil.

| The first has a large bulbous reot, from which

pazts of Eumpc,p:»wenng in May.
There are twn or thrée varictics,
sulphur-coloured flawers, and with wh
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Iled, seldom two-or four- ti

alternate with the valves) : the
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e e
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Pearl Garden

We are having a working party to weed, mulch, refresh the planting and possibly install some Everedge to
prevent erosion in the bed in front of the village hall. If you could spare an hour from 2pm on Wednesday
12t March, any help would be much appreciated.

Next meeting: Wednesday 22" January

Garden DIY using just a wooden pallet — a talk by Adam Kirtland

SOUTH WEST SHROPSHIRE GARDENING CLUB

Garden DIY
Using Just a
Wooden Pallet
by Adam
Kirtland
(Host of the chart
topping podcast,
Tales From The
Potting Bench)

Wednesday 22nd January at 7.30 pm
Lydbury North Village Hall

FREE TO MEMBERS (annual membership £20), GUESTS WELCOME: £5
For more information contact Angie Salmon on 01588 661025 or email
angiejsalmon12@gmail.com
www.gardeningshropshire.co.uk Also on Facebook.

We are a friendly club of like-minded garden enthusiasts. We meet at
Lydbury North Village Hall on the 4th Wednesday of the month: interesting
speakers, refreshments, forums, advice, outings, seed offers, plant sales.

Y 0 7 South West Shropshire Gardening Club: T
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Adam Kirtland, otherwise known online as View From The Potting Bench, is a gardener, professional writer
(Amateur Gardening Magazine, Garden News and Garden Answers) and podcaster with a passion for
budget gardening, but on a big scale. Budget doesn’t always mean boring!

Over the last few years, Adam has created a garden at his home in Birmingham, that is filled to the brim
with thousands of spring bulbs every year, hundreds of containers and more dahlias than he can count. All
done on a budget!

On top of this, Adam crafts his own raised beds, planters, potting benches and all manner of things...you
guessed it, on a budget! And in this talk he’ll be showing you just what you can make yourself and exactly
how you can do it!



Membership

There are several members who have not paid yet so please attend to this asap.

Membership costs £20 to cover attendance to all our meetings for a year (from October); early access to
trips and events with subsidised tickets; seed offers and plant sales. We are also affiliated to the RHS so
you are able to borrow our discount card which provides 50% discount for two people to any RHS garden.
Such a bargain!

Payment can be made with cash, cheque or card at our meetings or by transfer to:

South West Shropshire Gardening Club

sort code 20-53-22

account number 80754803.

Please add your name as reference and email Alleyne to let him know: aandpcopestake@hotmail.com

Flower of the Month

Congratulations to Elly Bibby (our Club Secretary) who won our special “Baubles and Berries” competition
with her beautiful table decoration in a basket.

Flower of the month is back to normal now. Please bring a single bloom or spray from your garden in order
to participate. Points are awarded each month and then an overall winner is announced and rewarded in
October.

Please note that to be fair, we can only accept one entry from each participant.

| look forward to seeing you on Wednesday 22" January.

Angie Salmon
Chair
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